
 

Visit to Alscot Park, CV37 8BL, 13th June, 11:00-14:3 

 

Alscot Park has been home to the West family 

since 1747, when it was purchased by the 

lawyer, antiquarian and politician James West, 

M.P, P.R.S, F.S.A. (1703-72), who had 

recently acquired the lucrative post of Joint 

Secretary to the Treasury to add to an 

advantageous marriage to an heiress. He 

immediately began plans to alter both the 

house and park, adding gothick wings to north 

and south of the house and widening the River 

Stour to form a riverine lake. An octagonal 

rotunda, an icehouse and Chinese pavilion 

ornamented the parkland across the river (all 

long since gone), to create a typical Rococo 

scheme, like that at nearby Honington Hall etc.   

Much of this work has been attributed to Sanderson Miller, although his precise involvement is uncertain beyond a single entry in 

his diary for 20th April 1750 where he records visiting with Lord Lyttleton (for whom he was working at Hagley) and walking 

about the park. “Seeing Painted glass drawing Plan for Mr. W[est]. Staid all night”. Whilst the ‘Plan’ may thus relate to a proposed 

setting of the ‘Painted Glass’ (as he is known to have done elsewhere), it is likely that he gave informal advice on improvements to 

the park and possibly to the house; much of the work postdating his visit as well as showing obvious similarities to his known 

works. (See Jennifer Meir’s Sanderson Miller and his Landscapes [Chichester, 2006; 159-164]!) 

In addition to the fine house and parkland that resulted, 8ha of mid-C19 terraced and walled gardens were designed by William 

Davidson (landscape architect of Rugby Crematorium). The formal gardens include yew hedging, a lime walk, mixed borders, an 

orangery, lavender garden, herb beds and a walled vegetable garden. These promise to give a riot of summer colour. A Ziggy Garden 

has recently been created. 

A two courses lunch at The Bell at Alderminster will follow and is included in the price. It is not negotiable. 

Directions: Alscot is located approximately 3 miles south of Stratford-upon-Avon, lying off the A3400 (Stratford-Shipston road). 

From the north (Stratford) pass the turn to Ailstone and Atherstone on Stour and take the next entrance on the right. From the 

south (Alderminster and Shipston) pass the turn to Preston on Stour and take the second entrance on the left. Parking arrangements 

to be confirmed. The Bell is on the main road, south of Alscot. 

 --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Alscot Park – Tour June 13th, 2019.   
 
Name(s) ......................................................................................................................................................... .. 
 
Phone number  ....................................................  Email ................................................................................   
 
I wish to book ................ Places @ £30.00 for members, (Non-Members.......Places @£32.00.  
 
I shall have ......... spare spaces in my car.  I should like a lift if possible.......... 
 
Please make cheques payable to Warwickshire Gardens Trust and send to:  Matt Fattorini, 10-12 Portland Place West, 
Leamington Spa, CV32 5EU. (07956 571287)  

 


